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Share your story with EDCM


Every Disabled Child Matters (EDCM) is the campaign to get rights and justice for disabled children and their families. 

Having examples of real stories from real families in EDCM publications and in the media is a very powerful way to put pressure on national and local government to make change happen and improve the situation for disabled children and their families.

We want to raise awareness about:

· the fact that lots of families with disabled children are still not getting the right support they need to lead ordinary lives

· some of the specific issues facing families at the moment, such as funding cuts to services 

· how those issues can be overcome if the right support is available

We want decision-makers to understand and be aware of issues for disabled children and their families and address these as a priority.

Would you like to share your story with EDCM to help us get disabled children higher up the agenda? If so, please fill in the form below. 

Once you have completed the form below, please sign it and return it to us by

Email: info@edcm.org.uk or Post: Every Disabled Child Matters, c/o Council for Disabled Children, NCB, 8 Wakley Street, London, EC1V 7QE
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. ABOUT YOU
Your name .....................................................................................................…….................
Your address (including postcode).........................................................................................
………………………………………………………………………………………………..............
Your local authority..............................................................................................…................
Your telephone number............................ Your mobile number.................................

Your email address ...............................................................................................….

2. ABOUT YOUR FAMILY
a) Relationship to child (please tick):

· Parent
· Grandparent
· Carer
· Other (please specify) …….……………………………………………………………….....
· Professional (please specify job title and the name of the service you work for, then move down to Qu 2(g)) 

………….……………………………………………………………………………………....
b) How many people live in your household? Adults................ Children ................


c) Please tell us your children’s first name(s) …………………………………………...…...

d) Please tell us their date(s) of birth …………………………………………………..............
e) How many of your children are disabled? .......................................................................
(please tell us their names if it is more than one child)

f) What condition(s) or disability(ies) do your child/children have?.....…………………........
………………………………………………………………………………………………........
g) Are there particular issues that affect your family? (Please tick all that apply to you)

· Short breaks

· Childcare

· Education

· Work/ Life balance

· Benefits

· Health services

· Leisure opportunities

· Other (please specify) ...................................................................................................

h) What would you like to tell us about these issues?  For example, what are the positive or negative effects on your family?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...........

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...........

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...........

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...........

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...........

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...........

3. SHARE YOUR STORY WITH THE MEDIA
Some issues to consider when deciding if talking to the media is right for you:

· You cannot fully control your story once you have told it to a journalist – whatever you think you have said may be interpreted in several ways.

· Journalists will often want a quick, clear message about the issue your family is facing – they will rarely have time to hear in depth about a long-running and complex situation. 

· You may need to be available at short notice to give a quick comment, quote, or interview – journalists usually need a story on the day, or the following day.

· However many times you’ve told it, it can be difficult to read your own story in black and white, and know that thousands of others are reading it too.

· Being in the media may affect your whole family – not just those involved directly in the story.

But…

· Families’ stories are the single most powerful tool for change. Both locally and nationally, these issues will not get recognition without real stories of real families getting a high profile in the media.

· Media coverage can help make change happen locally more quickly and effectively than ‘traditional channels’ if used well – though this is never guaranteed.

Are you happy to share your story with the media?


YES / NO
If yes, have you or your family appeared in the media before?

YES / NO

If so, which publications or programmes have you been in?.........……………………............
………………………………………………………………………………………………..............
If so, what were the main issues that you spoke to the media about?...................................
…………………………………………………………………………………………………...........
The EDCM team will never put you under pressure to talk to a journalist unless you are comfortable doing so, and we will always be available to offer telephone support before and after any media interviews you take part in on our request. We will always check with you before passing your details on to a journalist.  More details about what will happen if you decide to share your story with EDCM and the media are at the end of this form.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4. SIGNED CONSENT

We want to reassure you that we will never pass your details on to anyone else, without your agreement. All data will be held in accordance with the Data Protection Act. 
I give my consent for EDCM to hold the details in this form on electronic and paper records, on the condition that they are not shared with any third party without my further consent. I understand that my details will be deleted by EDCM at any point in the future upon my request.

If you have any queries, please contact the Campaign team on info@edcm.org.uk or 020 7843 6082.

Name:



Signature:




Date:

(Please sign if posting us this form, otherwise please type your name)

Please return this form by email or post:

Email – info@edcm.org.uk



Post – Every Disabled Child Matters, Council for Disabled Children, NCB, 8 Wakley Street, London EC1V 7QE
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


What will happen if I decide to share my story with EDCM and the media?





If a journalist or another representative from the media contacts us to ask to speak to a family, we will consider if it is an appropriate and relevant request. If we decide that it is, we will search our system for a family in the right area with a relevant story. 


(


If we feel you are the right person to speak to, we will contact you to tell you about the media enquiry and ask if you would like to participate.


(


We will never put you under pressure to talk to a journalist unless you are totally comfortable doing so. If you decide to go ahead, we will pass your contact details to the journalist. We will always be available to offer telephone support before or after any interviews you take part in on our request. We will also be able to provide you with a briefing sheet of key points, to support you with your media work.


(


You may be interviewed by phone or in person for a newspaper article, a radio interview or a television piece. 


(


You may be asked questions about you and your child, your life, or a specific issue the journalist is interested in.


(


It may be possible to remain anonymous. If you wish to do this, please tell us.


(


We can talk with you further about whether speaking to the media is right for you – please contact the campaign team at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@edcm.org.uk" ��info@edcm.org.uk� or on 020 7843 6082











