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Every Disabled Child Matters (EDCM) is a campaign to get rights and
justice for disabled children, young people and their families.

We want to make sure that disabled children and young people:
e can live their lives the way they want to
e are listened to

e are included in their communities.

EDCM campaigns about the issues that disabled children, young people and
their families tell us are important to them.
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“I don’t khink thak people realise khak young disabled people
ore jusk like everyone else and thak we oll have Ehe same views.
This enables people Lo see whak we all bhink. I believe that b
(s really important for Ehe opinions ond views of everybody ko
be heard. I hope khak khis campaign will moke khose people
Ehot are in a posikion ko change people’s views, skop and
Ehink abouk whak we wank, nok whak L:heg Ehink we wank.”
Jo, 13
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Thank you to all the children and young people who told us what they want
to change.

Where quotes have no name next to them, this is because the young person
did not give us their name.

Get involved

Sign up to the campaign at www.edcm.org.uk/cyp
email us at info@edcm.org.uk or call us on 020 7843 6318.



“If 1 could change one thing...”

We asked disabled children and young people all over the country this question:

We collected their answers in this booklet. These are the top three
changes that disabled children and young people told us they
would make:

E have more fun things to do
%  more respect for disabled children and young people

@ make it everyone’s right to get a good education.

Children and young people also told us that they wanted to be heard:

Why have we made this booklet?

We have put this booklet together to tell
the government:

%

what disabled children and young people have said they
want to change

what the government can do to make these changes happen.
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what children and young people
told us

Having more fUun thingstodo L& & & & ¢

Most children and young people we spoke to agreed that they wanted
more and different things to do.

‘T woank ko be able Lo do more fun UnLr\SS n \ife.”
Matthew, |3

‘Hel> to go out with friends to the cinema, to have lunch, go to gigs.'
Anna, |3

‘More octivikies avalloble dur'u\s Ehe week for different
age groups, wikh inclusion of everyone.”
Hannah

Many children and young people want to do these things
more independently...

To be treated like other people my age and to be able
to go out without my pParents - to have support from someone else.’
Rachel, 12

‘I would like to go on my own to football with my best friend.'

... they also have clear ideas about what needs to change before they
can have more and better things to do.

‘A set doke or kime for disobled children and kheir carers ko
access khe \ocal cinema — wikhouk be'u\a told ko be cluLe‘:, when
we con’t help k.’

Kieran, 7
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‘We need centres where we con go and do stutf like pPlay darts,
snooker, chess maybe, and do arty or creative things, listen
to musce..’

Patrick Sy ' —
‘“To be able Lo ao ouk wikh friends of my own age. This ‘ »
J 9 35 ~

could be done b:) haer\S a ‘buddﬁ' sﬁstem in place.
Jessica, 14 .
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Getting OUt and about "ﬁ

Children and young people told us the thing that would help the
most would be making places more accessible. This would allow them
to do the things that other children and young people do.

‘I€ T coud chonge one Ehing for disabled children and kheir
families, Lk would be ko moake all shops and bulldings accessible.
The law was supposed ko change ages agos buk ik hasn’t
hoppened yet in some places.’

Lauren, 16
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‘More signs that are in Pictures as well as writing.'
NCH Caring Together, a group of young disabled people in Lincolnshire

‘My local cinema here in Skegness should put in o lift. My
mates go every weekend but I con't. I'm 16 and this is the
one thing that I could easly do with them. I can't do sport
with them as I'm in o wheelchair. When I wrote to the
cinema 3 years ago to complain, they just sent me free
tickets, which was stupid because I can't use the cinema!
It has about 30 steps!’

Oscar, 16

“There should be accessible kolleks for when I 0o ovk, and I *
mean really accessible wikh chan tng beds and rackLr\S sﬂstem *
Eo enable my corers ko support me wikh my personal care needs.’ i
Daniel, 17
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What we want the government to do "~

¥r Make sure that local plans for children and young people show
how disabled children and young people can access all activities
and public places.
% Make sure that national plans to create more places to
go for young people work for disabled young people.
¥r Make sure that all big public places have fully
accessible Changing Places toilets. Go to
www.changing-places.org for more details.
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Travelling
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Children and young people told us that they want to change the public
transport system. Changes will mean that they can access the things they
want and be more independent.

‘Bekler access ko kranspork, so young people could go places *
ond meek Eheir friends, wikhouk Eheir parents.’ *

Rachel, 21

‘Just because my mum has o car to hel> with my mobility don't
assume that I wont to go everywhere with her. I want to
experience different types of travel.'

Leigh, 16

“They need more ramps on buses. Ik’s jusk annoying Ehok Ehe
have o ask ko puk ik down. They should know Ehat khey’re in
Ehe wheelchairy bhey need ko puk Lk down wikhouke Ehem askLnS.’

) ¢
Anne Marie *

‘I would change letting only one wheelchair on o traun at one time.’ *
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What we want the government to do v~

¥ Make sure all types of transport are accessible to disabled
children and young people.

¥ Make sure transport staff have training about disability
equality and access.



More respect LA 8 8 8 0\

Negative attitudes about disability is an issue that children and young
people feel very strongly about.

‘More respect for disobled people.’
Sunjay

‘Stop people staring.’
Tanya, 14

‘“Our communities should realise we are part of the community too.
There has to be more ositive roles for disabled people.’
Toni, 20

‘T wonk disobled kids ko have good friends and people who
don’e pick on bhem.’
Khagan, 17

Children and young people told us what they would like to do to challenge
the lack of understanding and respect — and stop disabled people being
treated differently...

AW
‘Put o law into Place to make people understand my
=R

disability and not stare when I act funny or talk funny.’
Callum, 10

‘I would make oll Ehose involved in places like schools and colleges
O on courses ko give khem ur\derstar\d'u\a of disabilities. This
would skop khe lack of underskanding in people.. we are nok
“eird or rebarded” and moskt deFu\Lge\3 nok ¢ \azy \»>7

Katie-Rose, 16

‘T would make o national ‘equality doy'. This would mean teachin
People that everyone is different and not to be scared of pecple that
are different because of their skin colour, nationality, disability ete .
Jo, 13

Kk CL, 4 * Ak A A A Ak
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What we want the government to do

4 Make sure there is a strong law to promote disability equality.
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¥r Arrange for all teachers and pupils in schools to have training
about disability equality.




Getting a good education

Many children and young people feel really strongly about their right to
education and their right to be fully included.

Thot “average” is all a disabled child is allowed to be. We should
have the same rLghfs as the other children in schools.'
Christopher, 14

‘We should have the right to take our 6CSE and other exams with full
access to all the language usually avaiable to us (I need to use
word prediction)...the examination board will not come out to my
school to assess my individual learnng needs.’

Gregor, |3

“Toackle Lssuwes such as disobled children being excluded £rom
school krips.”
Josh, 17

“Fund meanmgﬁ,d activities for us to do during games and P.£. Not
timing others or collecting balls up>.”
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Some children and young people told us they wanted more and
better access to support in school...

‘Make every single school - primary and secondary - in the
VK accessible for wheelchoir users!’
Alex

‘IE should be easier Lo gek help ak school, wikhouk going
Ehrough loks of fighks, and before ik’s koo lake and you have
loks of cakching vp ko do.’

Hannah, 16

‘I would hawve no school for a day. I have Asperger syndrome and 1

hate school because it is very noisy and I get annoyed... I find things

very hard and I don't get any helz. I would like the Prime Minister to

come and talk to me - I can tell him how rubbish it is. I hate school!’ *
Taylor, 9
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What we want the government to do N

4 Make sure teachers get training in disability discrimination (this
means when a person is treated differently because of their disability)
and special education needs (SEN). The training should happen when
they are studying to be a teacher at university and in their jobs.
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4 Make sure schools do everything they can to help pupils with SEN
and/or a disability achieve all they can in school, and help them
be able to stay in school.
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To make these changes happen in a way that works for children and
young people, their views need to be listened to.

All children and young people should be asked about what they want.
Some disabled children and young people need a bit of extra support to
explain their views.

“T wonk ko be asked abouk whok I wonk ko do.
I wank more choice.”

“I want to be gLveVz the time and chance to be understood
for bemg like I aom.”
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What we want the government to do v~

Make sure all disabled children and young people have an
advocate if they want one. An advocate is someone who helps
people get their views across and have their rights respected.
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Other things that disabled children
and young people feel strongly about

Stopping bullying

‘T wank schools ko koke bullying more seriously — disabled children
are more wulnerable ko bullying. 'Peachers could teach classes abouk
disobilities..kids wikh disobilibies coud help if Ehey woank Eo.
A bik \ike a new lesson!’

36 2 2 26 2% 2 2% %

Ralph, ||

. N
OOOOEOOrER

What we want the government to do v

4 Make sure that teachers and other adults who work with disabled
children and young people, and young people themselves, have
proper training and support to tackle bullying of disabled children.
See www.dontstickit.org.uk
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Getting a good job @ @

‘We want real job prospects - this means making employers
aware that we can contribute with a little sw>port and
understanding. We too con be employed'.

Trevor, 19

Children and young people told us about many other
things they would like to change

‘Give Us o decenkt sek of wheels! My wheelchair s more Ehan just
a piece of equipment — itk means I can do whak I woank, wikh
who I wank and I don’t feel frusktroted having ko rely on okher
people... itk’s all abouk having the chance ko be free and be you.”
Gary -

‘Got o disabled driving instructor for me?’

T'd make sure there was more hel> and support for parents. My
mum funds it very hord work and gets tired o lot. I think parents need
more help>.'

Kylie, 9
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Many of the things that are important to disabled children and young people
are the same things that are important to all young people.

‘I'd like a disabled kid like me to get o girlfriend.’
Khagan, 17
‘If I could change anything in the world it would be Cd \ a

that people were Kkinder to animels.'
Gary

‘I€ T coud change ar\s_.)‘:,hi.na N Ehe world I
would like children ko be safe.’
Aisling, 13

3% 2 2 2 2% 2% 2% % %

‘I would like to change myself into o roek star, I would be o drummer,
my hair would be spiky and I would be a brilliant singer .’
Dale

‘Peace around khe world — nok Just for a day, bok forever
(I have o maSLc wand).”

'
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What needs to happen next

As you can see, disabled children and young people want the same things that
all children and young people want.To play, learn, be with their friends and
family, and be a real part of their communities. They want to be respected, and
grow up to have a job,a home, and a family of their own.

Disabled children have the same right to a full life as all children and young
people.We want to see this right delivered.

We are pleased that the government has started to see that services and
support for disabled children and their families are really important. Now we
want them to listen to the views of disabled children and young people and
create better services, better opportunities, and better lives.




To see more comments from disabled children and young people about what they
want to change, and to see parents’ views, please go to
www.edcm.org.uk/onething

For copies of the accessible summary, or the booklet about children’s views,
please contact us.

You can:

go to our website: www.edcm.org.uk

email us at info@edcm.org.uk

=) call us on 020 7843 6318

If you would like this booklet in a different format or language, please contact us
and we will try to meet your needs.

EDCM is hosted by the National Children’s Bureau, charity number 258825.
Copyright Every Disabled Child Matters campaign, 2007. All rights reserved.
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